Hilsinger set to complete ride Sunday
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The 37 cyclists of the inaugural Silk Route Bicycle Expedition, 19 of whom are Canadian, will end a ground-breaking trans-continental bicycle odyssey Sunday. 

The Silk Route cyclists are close to achieving their goal of being the first modern bicycle caravan to have ever cycled from the Mediterranean Sea to Beijing - a distance of 11 000 kms in just 107 days. 

"It's been a challenging expedition" said Expedition Leader and Torontonian Shanny Hill. "Over the past three months, we have traveled through eight countries and while we've experienced radical extremes in temperature, elevation and road conditions, we've been rewarded with incredible adventure, hospitality and cultural and scenic diversity." 

Silk Route is the third expedition the company, Tour d'Afrique, is pioneering - Trans Continental Bicycle Races and Expeditions. 

No stranger to trans-continental bicycle expeditions, Sault St. Marie cyclist, JJ Hilsinger is a veteran of the Tour d'Afrique expedition through Africa. Reinforcing the call to the world to stop global warming, Hilsinger decided to participate in the Silk Route to bring focus to the cause. 

His overall challenge is to get enough pledges to save a total of 11 000 tones of CO2 emissions, one tonne for every one kilometre of the journey. 

The cyclists will cross the official finish line at approximately 1 p.m. Sunday at Jia Long Sunny Hotel, Dongcheng District, Bejiing.

