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Raising not money but pledges to help save the Earth; Hilsinger to cycle 11,000 km in Asia to reduce carbon emissions 
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J.J. Hilsinger challenges Saultites to a race across Asia. Well, sort of. 

In a little more than a week, Hilsinger, a longtime local entrepreneur, will begin an 11,000-kilometre trek by bicycle from the Black Sea east to Beijing. 

While he does that, he has asked Saultites to pledge to collectively save 11,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions, the equivalent of taking 2,200 cars off the road for one year. 

"Hopefully, I can do my little bit to inspire everybody to realize global warming is real, it's in front of our face, there's no more fooling around," he said. 

"In my own natural heart I hope we can do 22,000, 33,000, 44,000," tonnes. 

This is the second continent-crossing ride for the owner of Algoma's Water Tower Inn. 

In 2005, at the age of 67, Hilsinger cycled the length of Africa, from Egypt to South Africa, raising $35,000 for the Stephen Lewis Foundation's efforts to stem AIDS in Africa, and for the Sault Ste. 

	


Marie Cancer Society. 

Two years later Hilsinger has set his sights on Asia, following the ancient Silk Route, from Istanbul, Turkey, to the Chinese capital, Beijing. The journey will take him 108 days to complete, riding an average of 110 kilometres per day, travelling with a small group of riders. 

Hilsinger said the urgency of climate change spurred him to issue his challenge. 

He is asking Saultites to do simple things, such as replace their old light bulbs with compact fluorescents or halogen bulbs, wash their clothes in cold water, reduce the temperature in their homes by five degrees at night, replace shower heads with low-flow models and reduce the amount of time they spend idling in cars. 

"We want people to start being green. If it's light green, that's OK, we want them to be greener and greener." 

At the press conference Thursday, Mayor John Rowswell made a pledge to reduce emissions. "My family is pledging to save more than four tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions with the little things we can do that don't affect our lives all that much," he said. 

Rowswell said the city is doing its part by reducing water use, along with other Great Lakes cities, and projects such as multimodal and polar air cargo have the potential to prevent massive amounts of emissions. 

MPP David Orazietti also attended Thursday's media event and expressed support. 

Hilsinger said he recognizes it will take more to convince people they need to go further, to "reposition their lives." 

"Younger people you would think would be very willing, but they're caught up in this consumerism, they're caught up in gathering things and using things that aren't really necessary," said Hilsinger. 

He said he is not immune from having "our toys, our supplementary things." 

"We've consumed and we've built the great North American economy. I think we have to reinvent the North American economy," Hilsinger said. 

Hilsinger's website, www.youbetican.com, will track his progress. Saultites will be able to make their pledges through the site. 

Pledges, and their carbon savings, will be added up using a tool developed by the Calgary-based Pembina Institute
